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Statement on Plagiarism and Use of Al Tools (Final Theses)

The English Seminar considers the use of Al tools to be ethically as well as ecologically
problematic. We urge our students to conduct independent research, to develop their own
genuine arguments and theses, and to cultivate a distinctive individual writing style. Every term
paper must be an independent piece of academic work. Both the intellectual contribution and
the writing must be carried out primarily by the students themselves. As a general rule, Al tools
should not be used for text generation. In addition, the standards of academic writing demand
a complete and transparent documentation of sources, tools, and materials used in the writing
of essays, term papers, final theses, and other scholarly texts. Failure to document fully the
sources and tools used, as well as any text derived from them (including text generated by Al
tools), can constitute plagiarism and result in a failed grade. Undisclosed or improper use of Al
constitutes a violation of academic integrity and might be considered fraud. All cases of suspected
fraud will be reported to the respective program'’s examination board, which will then decide on
further consequences.

Students should not use Al tools when working on their final theses. Should students still want
to use Al tools, they must clear this use with their advisors and comply with the relevant
examination requirements and thesis-specific guidelines provided by them (see Table 1 below). If
Al tools are permitted and used, students must

1. provide full and transparent documentation of where, for what purpose, and which Al
tool was used.

2. include a complete listing of Al prompts in the appendix of the paper separate from the
list of works cited (see the template included in Table 2). Each entry should include the
full text of all prompts used during the research, conceptualization, writing, and revision
phases (including, but not limited to, prompts used for text generation). If indicated in
the examination requirements (see Table 1), full chat logs need to be included in the
appendix as well.

3. identify Al-generated text in the main body of the paper if such text is copied, cited,
or paraphrased, and include a parenthetical in-text reference indicating the prompt used
after respective passages (see Table 3 for examples).

Compliance with the examination requirements and Al guidelines set by thesis advisors is
mandatory, as is the full and complete documentation of sources used. Students must declare
their adherence to these guidelines by signing the declaration of academic integrity included at
the end of this document.
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Table 1: Functions for which the use of Al tools is permitted by the thesis advisors. If a box is
not checked, the use of Al for that purpose is not allowed.

Instructor / Division: Seminar [ Module:
Purpose of Function of Al-based tools use permitted disclosure chat log to be
(yes/no) required added to the
(yes/no) appendix
(yes/no)
Spell-checking and grammar checking INO v v
Style correction (writing style) INO v v v
Translation assistance INU v v v

Topic generation/idea development/brainstorming
support

I\IU v v v

Paraphrasing or summarizing text from a source,
primary text or secondary literature

(e.g., paraphrasing a book quotation, creating a I\I U v v v
summary of a text, rephrasing ideas or passages from a

text)

Text completion based on predefined content (i.e.,

bullet points, text fragments, first drafts of texts | \l U v v v

written by the student)

Text generation through the Al's "own contribution”

(e.g., access to datasets, internet research conducted |\| U v v v
by the Al; Al writes text including references)

Plagiarism checking INU v v v
Literature research INU v v v

Information extraction from texts (e.g., summaries of

PDFs) INU v v v

Citation assistance (Al-based tools only) INU v v v
Content-related support

(e.g., lesson planning, case analysis) INU M M M
Generation of images, videos, audio, music, etc. INO v v v
Image editing INO v v v
Planning support for research design, creating an

outline for a thesis or term paper I\I U v M M
Creation of interview guides/questionnaires INU v v v
Programming assistance |\| U v v v
Transcription INU v v v

Adapted from: AG Kl in Lehre und Priifungen (Bauke, K., et al.). KI im Kontext wissenschaftlichen Arbeitens am IfS - Handreichungen fiir
Studierende. Version 2.0, Okt. 2025. (own translation)




Table 2: List Template for Student Al Documentation
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Name of the
Al Tool

Type of Use

Affected
Section(s) of
the Work
(pgs.)

Version
or Date
of Use

Prompt(s) Used
(if applicable)

Remarks

Adapted from: AG Kl in Lehre und Priifungen (Bauke, K., et al.). KI im Kontext wissenschaftlichen Arbeitens am IfS — Handreichungen fiir
Studierende. Version 2.0, Okt. 2025. (own translation)

Table 3: Examples for the Use of Parenthetical In-Text References to Al Prompts (first 3-6
words of the prompt text) and Al Listing

Example of prompt text used to generate text with ChatGPT:

“give me a one sentence summary of Poe's “The Mystery of Marie Rogét,"” include the name of the
author and the year of publication.”

Example of generated text with parenthetical reference to Al used:

Example of Al Listing:

"“The Mystery of Marie Rogét" by Edgar Allan Poe (1842-1843) follows detective C. Auguste Dupin as
he investigates the murder of a young woman in Paris using analytical reasoning and newspaper
reports (ChatGPT, "give me a one sentence summary").

Name of the Type of Use Affected Version or Prompt(s) Used Remarks
Al Tool Section(s) of | Date of Use
the Work
(pgs.)
ChatGPT (free Summarizing Introduction / | 14 April 2026 | “give me a one Al generated text
version) primary literature pg. 1 sentence summary | was copied into the

of Poe's “The
Mystery of Marie
Rogét," include the
name of the
author and the
year of
publication.”

main body of thesis,
with minor edits
(quotation marks
were added).

Please note: The use of an Al tool such as ChatGPT to summarize literature should be avoided and
requires explicit permission by your instructor/advisor (see table 1).
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Declaration of Academic Integrity

| hereby declare that |,

[given name, surname],

am the sole author of the submitted work titled

[title of the paper],

written as an
| | BA thesis
[ ] MA thesis
taught or supervised by

[name of 1st advisor]

as well as

[name of 2nd advisor]

| also affirm that | have not submitted this text for another class or module before.

| further confirm that | have prepared this work independently and have fully acknowledged
all sources, references, and materials used in accordance with examination regulations and
the binding guidelines (cf. table 1, Statement on Plagiarism and Use of Al Tools) set by my
advisors.

| also declare that any use of artificial intelligence (Al) has been fully documented and
transparently disclosed, and that no Al-generated content has been presented as my own
original work without proper attribution (cf. table. 2, Statement on Plagiarism and Use of Al
Tools). | understand that undisclosed or improper use of Al constitutes a violation of academic
integrity and can be considered fraud (if determined such by the examinations board).

place, date signature
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